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Abstract
This research paper critically examines the relationship between culture and imperialism
through the intellectual framework of Edward W. Said, particularly focusing on his influential
texts Orientalism and Culture and Imperialism. Said argues that culture is not an apolitical or
neutral space; rather, it has historically served as a powerful ideological tool for imperial
dominance. The paper explores how Western literature, philosophy, and academic narratives
- ; have often perpetuated colonial ideologies by portraying the East as the exotic, inferior
Avrticle History ; ; . ) ) .
Other." Through a detailed analysis of literary works by authors like Jane Austen, Joseph
Received: 21/07/2025 Conrad, and Rudyard Kipling, this study reveals how seemingly aesthetic texts were complicit
Acce_pted: 25/07/2025 in justifying and reinforcing imperial authority. Furthermore, the paper highlights Said’s
Published: 30/07/2025 9 . . " .. . . . L
concept of “narrative resistance,” emphasizing how postcolonial writers reclaim their voices
Vol — 3 Issue —7 by challenging dominant Western narratives. Ultimately, this research underscores the
PP - 40-45 continued relevance of Said’s thought in understanding the intersections of power, knowledge,
and representation in both historical and contemporary contexts.
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"Being an Arab in the West and an American in the East, | felt

| belonged nowhere." (1)
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