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I. Introduction 
In the fall of 109 BCE, the Han Dynasty dispatched Navy General 

(樓船將軍) Yang-Pu (楊僕), who boarded a ship from Qi (齊) and 

crossed the Bohai Sea to attack Gojoseon (古朝鮮, Ancient 

Joseon).i At that time, the Bohai Sea, where the Han forces sailed 

from Qi, was a crucial reference point for determining the location 

of Wanghŏmsŏng (왕험성, 王險城), the capital of Gojoseon. 

Generally, in academia, the term “Bohai” refers to the upper part of 

the Yellow Sea, the Bohai Sea. Consequently, the capital of 

Gojoseon is presumed to be located east of the Bohai Sea on the 

Korean Peninsula.ii  

In contrast, some Korean scholars argue that during the Han 

Dynasty, Bohai did not fall within the boundaries of the present-

day Bohai Sea but rather in a sea within the inland regions of 

China, specifically in the mid-lower reaches of the Yellow River. 

Kim Jin-kyung suggests that Bohai was located near the southern 

part of Shanxi Province(山西省), adjacent to the Taihang Mountain 

Range (太行山脈).iii Lee Jin-woo points out that the Zhuozhang 

River (濁漳河) and Qingzhang River (淸漳河), originating from 

the Taihang Mountain Range, flowed eastward into Bohai. 

Drawing on evidence such as the inflow of Qinshui (沁水), 

Liaoshui (潦水), and Hutuohe (滹沱河) rivers into Bohai and the 

connection of Bohai to Julu Lake (鉅鹿澤) leading to its 

subsequent flow into the Yellow River, he analyze the present-day 

Shandong Province(山東省) Daye Lake (大野澤) as Bohai.iv 

The author agrees with the perspective that during the Han 

Dynasty, Bohai was situated in the inland regions of the central 

plains, not in the present-day northern part of the Yellow Sea. 

Specifically, the proposed location is in the southern part of the 

current Hebei Province (河北省). According to the annotations 

made by Li Xian (李賢) during the Tang Dynasty in the 

“Houhanshu (後漢書)” in 675 AD,v Bohai was positioned 

approximately 900 li(里) south of the Hejian State (河閒國; 

present-day southern part of Hebei Province, Xianxian County),vi 

and merely 200 li (里) away from the ancient Zhongshan State (中

山國) in southern Hebei Province.vii  

 This author aims to suggest evidences that the ancient Bohai was 
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likely to have been inland regions of the central plains (中原) 

rather than the current Bohai Sea during the 2nd century BC when 

Han Dynasty was at war with Gojoseon. 

II. Records Related to Bohai from 

Before the Common Era 
In the early period before the Han Dynasty (before the third 

century BCE), the Huainanzi (淮南子) records mention, “A meteor 

fell, and the dike of Bohai burst.”viii This indicates that when the 

Former Han Dynasty attacked Gojoseon in 109 BCE, Bohai was 

not the northern sea of the present-day Yellow Sea but the river or 

lake with artificially created dike to prevent overflowing river (河

水) or lake water (湖水). The fact that Bohai was an inland body of 

water, not the present-day Bohai, is further supported by historical 

records from pre-Common Era sources such as the Shangshu (尚

書) and the Shiji (史記). 

1. Shangshu and Shiji 

 The Shiji (史記) reiterates content from the Shangshu (尚書) —

believed to have been compiled in the late Warring States period 

(third century BCE). In Shiji, it is recorded that where the Daoyi 

(島夷, 鳥夷) people passed through Mount Jieshi (碣石山) and 

arrived in was the Sea (海), unlike the original text in the 

Shangshu, where it is recorded as the Yellow River (河). 

 

『Shanshu(尚書)』「Yugong(禹貢)」:“島夷皮服, 夾右碣石入於

河.”『Shiji(史記)』「Xiabenji(夏本紀)」“鳥夷皮服.夾右碣石入

于海.” 

This fact suggests that the terms 河 (river), referring to the Yellow 

River, and 海 (sea) were used interchangeably or represented 

similar concepts in meaning. Xu Guang (徐廣, 352~425) stated in 

Shiji Jijie (史記集解) that the Sea (海) is sometimes recorded as 

the Yellow River (河) (海一作河). This remark implies that in 

certain records, Yellow River (河) and Sea (海) are used 

synonymously. The reason for such interchangeability might be 

attributed to the possibility that the term Yellow River (河) in the 

vicinity of Mount Jieshi (碣石山) was referred to as Sea (海), 

rather than indicating a migration of Mount Jieshi from the Yellow 

River to the sea. It suggests the likelihood that the large body of 

water (大水) near Mount Jieshi was called either Yellow River (河) 

or Sea (海). In other words, the distinction between the Yellow 

River (河) and Bohai as clear concepts of river and sea might not 

have existed as we perceive it today. Instead, they could have been 

similar concepts, denoting a significant body of water in the same 

region (near Mount Jieshi) and serving as analogous proper nouns. 

2. The term 河 (He) refers to the Yellow River 

(Huanghe), while 海 (Hai) refers to Bohai. 

Similar to He (河) being a proper noun for the Yellow River 

(Huanghe), examples of Hai (海) being used as a specific proper 

noun to signify a large body of water in a particular region, akin to 

the Yellow River, are as follows: 

 

『Hanshu (漢書)』 「Gouxuzhi (溝洫志)」 

大司空掾王橫言：河入勃海, 勃海地高於韓牧所欲穿處. 往者天

嘗連雨, 東北風, 海水溢, 西南出, 𡫏數百里, 九河之地已為海所

漸矣. (Great Minister Yuanwangheng said, “The Yellow River 

enters Bohai Sea, which is higher than Hanmu (韓牧), and finds a 

place to break through. Previously, due to continuous rainfall and 

northeast winds, the water (Sea water) of Bohai overflowed, 

flowing to the southwest and flooding hundreds of li (里), 

submerging the land of Jiuhe (九河) into the Sea (海).”) 

 

『Houhanshu (後漢書)』 「Xiaohuan Emperor Liu Zhi Ji (孝桓

帝劉志紀)」 

六州大水, 勃海海溢. (Floods occurred in six prefectures(州), and 

Bohai’s Sea (海) overflowed.) 

 In the above passage, the River (河) is expressed as the Yellow 

River (河入勃海, the Yellow River flowing into Bohai), and the 

sea (海) into which the Yellow River flows is referred to as Bohai 

(勃海). However, this Bohai is not the present-day expansive sea 

(大海) known as the Bohai Sea. Instead, it was an inland sea 

located at a higher elevation than Hanmu (韓牧), and due to rain 

and wind, it eventually overflowed into lower areas. However, the 

water that overflowed is recorded as 海水 (Sea water) rather than 

specifically as 勃海水 (Bohai Sea water). Referring to 勃海 (Bohai 

Sea) as 海 (Sea) in this way suggests that, at that time, 海 was not a 

general term for the sea but a specific proper noun denoting Bohai 

(勃海). 

In the second passage above, 海 (Sea) signifies the overflowing 

water of Bohai (勃海), which could not accommodate any more 

water due to heavy rainfall to the extent of causing floods in six 

prefectures (州). The mention of the sea (海) overflowing due to 

floods in six prefectures implies that in this context, 海 does not 

refer to the typical sea with a constant water level despite rain, as 
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in the present-day ocean (大海) but rather to the inland Bohai (勃

海) sea that overflows during heavy rainfall. Essentially, it refers to 

the water of a specific region in the inland, named as Bohai. 

Therefore, in the expression 勃海海 (Bohai Sea sea), 海 (sea) is 

used as a proper noun denoting the water of the Bohai region. Due 

to the interconnected nature of the Yellow River (河) and the Bohai 

Sea (海) as significant inland bodies of water, it becomes 

challenging to differentiate them. Hence, it is conceivable that Xu 

Guang (徐廣) mentioned that the sea (海) is sometimes recorded as 

the Yellow River (河) to highlight the difficulty in precisely 

distinguishing between the two. 

3. Bohai, the Sea near Qi (齊) 

The term Bohai (渤海) is also recorded as 勃海 and 渤澥, and such 

designations have been interchangeably used since the Former Han 

Dynasty (前漢) when Shiji (史記) was recorded. In other words, 

the characters 渤 (Bo) and 勃 (Bo), as well as 海 (Hai) and 澥 

(Xie) have been alternately employed. Examining the following 

record, the meaning of 海 (Hai) in Bohai is used as 澥, denoting 

“the water is cut off.” This suggests that Bohai does not refer to a 

large sea (大海) with salt water, as in the current concept of the 

ocean. Instead, it signifies a place where water (水) is frequently 

dispersed, and the watercourse is often interrupted, conveying the 

sense of water spreading and breaking apart. 

 

『史記』 「司馬相如列傳」 

且齊東陼巨海, 南有琅邪, 觀乎成山, 射乎之罘, 浮勃澥, [集解漢

書音義曰：海別枝名也.][索隱案：齊都賦云海傍曰勃, 斷水曰

澥也.] 游孟諸, [集解郭璞曰：宋之藪澤名.] [正義周禮職方氏青

州藪曰望諸, 鄭玄云望諸, 孟瀦也.] 邪與肅慎為鄰, 右以湯谷為

界. 

(Qi (齊), situated in the east, is bordered by the Juhai Sea (巨海, 

Giant Sea) to the east and Mount Langya (琅邪山) to the south. 

They cruise in Chengshan Mountain (成山), shoot an arrow in 

Zhifu Mountain (之罘山), float ships in Boxie Sea (渤澥), play in 

Mengzhu (孟諸). It was adjacent to Sushen (肅愼), and on the 

right, it is bordered by Tanggu (湯谷).) 

The record above shows that during the Former Han Dynasty (前

漢), to the east of the Qi state, there was a sea called Juhai Sea (巨

海) — a different sea from Boxie (勃澥) which existed to the north 

of the Qi state.ix In regards to the character 澥 (Xie) in the Boxie 

(勃澥), Jiexie (集解) records it as “another name for 海 (Sea),” and 

“Suoyin (索隱)” states that the meaning of 澥 (Xie) is “cutting off 

water.” This implies that the 海 (Sea) in Bohai (渤海), in contrast 

to the vast sea (大海, Yellow Sea) where water does not cut off 

frequently, was characterized by watercourses that were prone to 

interruption. 

 Confirmation of Bohai (渤海) being located within China during 

the Former Han Dynasty (前漢) is further supported by the 

following records in the Hanshu (漢書), which chronicles history 

from the Former Han to the Xin Dynasty (BC 206~24). 

  

 『漢書』 「循吏傳」 

宣帝即位, 久之, 渤海左右郡歲飢, 盜賊並起, 二千石不能禽制.  

(A few years after Emperor Xuan (91 BC— 49 BC) ascended to 

the throne, a severe famine struck Bohai’s left and right counties, 

leading to a simultaneous outbreak of banditry, so could not handle 

it with 2,000 shi (石, sack).) 

 The record above refers to the disaster after the period of Han 

attacked Gojoseon across Bohai Sea(渤海) from Qi (齊) in BC 

109. It describes a severe famine in the left and right counties of 

Bohai (渤海左右郡) when Emperor Xuan (宣帝) ascended the 

throne in 91 BC. The terms left (左) and right (右) in the context 

indicate the eastern (左) and western (右) regions relative to Bohai. 

This suggests that during the Former Han Dynasty’s attack on 

Gojosoen from Qi, there were counties on the east and west of 

Bohai, indicating that Bohai was enclosed by land. 

4. Records of Bohai (勃海) Overflowing 

In this way, the ancient Bohai Sea, located in the inland region, 

exhibited characteristics more akin to a river or lake regarding 

fluctuating water levels. During the Former Han Dynasty (前漢), 

Bohai sometimes overflowed, resulting in significant flooding. 

This indicates that during the Former Han Dynasty, Bohai was not 

a vast ocean but a large inland waterbody resembling a lake or a 

river. 

Table 1. The record in the Hanshu (漢書) conveying the fact 

that Bohai (勃海) overflowed during the Former Han Dynasty 

(前漢) period 

「Tianwenz

hi (天文

志)」 

元帝初元元年(BC 48 AD)… 其五月, 勃海

水大溢. 六月, 關東大飢, 民多餓死, 琅邪

郡人相食. 

(In May of 48 BC, Bohai (勃海) overflowed 
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significantly. In June, a severe famine 

occurred in the Guandong region, perishing 

many people. In Langya County, people 

resorted to cannibalism, capturing and 

consuming each other.) 

「Diliu’aoji 

(帝劉驁

紀)」 

(鴻嘉四年, 17 BC) 秋, 勃海, 清河河溢, 被

災者振貸之. 

((17 BC) In the autumn, Bohai and the 

water of the Qing River overflowed, 

causing damage to people, who were 

subsequently rescued.) 

「Gouxuzhi 

(溝洫志)」 

是歲, 勃海, 清河, 信都河水湓溢, 灌縣邑

三十一, 敗官亭民舍四萬餘所. 

(At that time, the rivers of Bohai, Qinghe, 

and Xindu overflowed significantly, 

inundating 31 counties and towns. This 

damaged around 40,000 government offices 

and households.)  

大司空掾王橫言：河入勃海, 勃海地高於

韓牧所欲穿處. 往者天嘗連雨, 東北風, 海

水溢, 西南出, 𡫏數百里, 九河之地已為海

所漸矣.  

(Great Minister Yuanwangheng said, “The Y

ellow River enters Bohai Sea, which is high

er than Hanmu (韓牧), and finds a place to 

break through. Previously, due to continuou

s rainfall and northeast winds, the water (Se

a water) of Bohai overflowed, flowing to th

e southwest and flooding hundreds of li(里), 

submerging the land of Jiuhe (九河) into the 

Sea (海).”) 

 

5. Names of Places near Bohai 

The location of Bohai Sea (勃海), which caused significant 

damage to the people by overflowing during the Han Dynasty, can 

be approximately determined by examining the names of places 

near Bohai in the records of the Hanshu. 

 

 

Table 2. Records of names of places near Bohai in Hanshu 

本紀, 卷六武

帝劉徹紀 

三年春, 河水徙, 從頓丘東南流入勃

海.師古曰：頓丘, 丘名, 因以為縣, 

本衞地也.地理志屬東郡, 今則在魏

州界也. 

本紀, 卷十成

帝劉驁紀 
秋, 勃海, 清河河溢, 被災者振貸之. 

志, 卷二十八

下地理志 

齊地, 虛, 危之分壄也.東有甾川, 東

萊, 琅邪, 高密, 膠東, 南有泰山, 城

陽, 北有千乘, 清河以南, 勃海之高

樂, 高城, 重合, 陽信, 西有濟南, 平

原, 皆齊分也. 

志, 卷二十九

溝洫志 

自塞宣房後, 河復北決於館陶, 分為

屯氏河, 東北經魏郡, 清河, 信都, 勃

海入海, 廣深與大河等, 故因其自然, 

不隄塞也. 

列傳, 卷七十

四魏相丙吉

傳 

元鼎二年, 平原, 勃海, 太山, 東郡溥

被災害, 民餓死於道路. 

The place names related to Bohai, as indicated in the Da Qing 

Guangyutu (大清廣輿圖), are shown in the following illustration. 

The Da Qing Guangyutu is a map created by Nagakubo Sekisui (長

久保赤水, 1717~1801) of Japan in the fifth year of the Tenmei era 

(1785). It was a highly reliable map used for educational purposes 

in Japan, covering various regions and domains of the Qing 

Dynasty.x While the map may differ from that of the Former Han 

Dynasty, and some ancient place names may have disappeared or 

shifted in location since then, it still provides a rough 

understanding of the old regions. 
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Figure 1.xi The place names related to Bohai Sea (勃海) 

mentioned in the Hanshu records 

The map shows that all the place names related to Bohai Sea (勃

海) mentioned in the Hanshu are spread around the ancient Yellow 

River (古黃河). These facts indicate that during the Former Han 

Dynasty (前漢), Bohai was a vast lowland area where the ancient 

Yellow River flowed, and frequent flooding occurred. The location 

of Bohai seemingly coincides most with the area where the records 

in the Hanshu overlap, specifically near QingheXian (淸河縣) in 

the southern part of present-day Hebei Province, which was 

established by Emperor Gao (高帝, 202-195 BC) of the Former 

Han Dynasty.xii  

 

Figure 2. QingheJun (淸河郡) which was adjacent to Bohai (渤

海) during the former Han Dynasty, and current QingheXian 

located in the southern part of Hebei Province 

The vicinity of the lowlands in the satellite photo above is 

speculated to be the inland sea, Bohai Sea. Once a mighty river in 

ancient China, the Yellow River flowed through this area (refer to 

the Da Qing Guangyutu, 大清廣輿圖). However, the water has 

dried up, and the course of the river has changed. This suggests the 

possibility that the Yellow River passed through this area (near the 

QingheXian area) in ancient times and brought abundant water in 

ancient Bohai (渤海), however, now the ancient Yellow River and 

the ancient Bohai Sea have dried up in this area. Additionally, in 

ancient China, the continental coastline was located far more 

inland than it is today.xiii If sea levels were higher than now, it is 

highly probable that low-lying areas in the ancient central plains, 

with lower elevations, were submerged. 

6. Names of Regions Along the Lower Reaches of the 

Yellow River 

During the Tang Dynasty, the Shiji Zhengyi(史記正義) recorded 

that the Yellow River flowed to Jizhou (冀州), divided into the Jiu 

River (九河, Nine River); upon reaching Cangzhou (滄州), it 

merged again into a single large river (一大河).xiv In ancient times, 

the Yellow River (黄河) flowed from the west, reaching the 

expansive lowlands south of the Taihang Mountains (ancient 冀州, 

at the southern base of the mountain range depicted on the left side 

of the Figure 2.). It then diverged into the Jiu River (九河), flowing 

toward QingheXian, as illustrated in Figure 2. Upon reaching the 

ancient Bohai region near Cangzhou (滄州, in the area of Old 

Bohai, near QingheXian),xv these nine rivers converged again, 

forming a single large river (為一大河). Subsequently, this unified 

river flowed eastward toward the vast sea (the present-day Bohai 

Sea), as depicted in the illustration. Thus, in the ancient inland 

Yellow River basin, there existed extensive lowlands significant 

enough to accommodate the Jiu River (九河, Nine River) diverging 

from the Yellow River. After passing through the lowlands, 

particularly the ancient Bohai region near Cangzhou, these rivers 

reunited to form a large river (為一大河), eventually draining into 

the ocean.  

 However, as mentioned in the Hanshu (漢書) in the section on 

Gouxuzhi (溝洫志), the Yellow River (黄河) entered the Bohai 

Sea, which would often overflow with abundant rain. When the 

northeast wind blew, the Sea (water of Bohai) would overflow, 

rushing toward the southwest. This overflow from the Sea (water 

of Bohai) inundated the land of the Jiu River (九河).xvi Through 

this, it can be inferred that to the southwest of Bohai, the land of 

the Jiu River (九河) existed. Combining this information with the 

article from Shiji Zhengyi(史記正義) in the Xia Benji(夏本紀) and 

comparing it with the course of the ancient Yellow River (古黃河) 

depicted in figure 1 of the Da Qing Guangyutu(大清廣輿圖), we 

can tentatively determine the following geographical locations: 

 

[Names and directions of the ancient Yellow River's river 

channels] 

 

 (Southwest) the Yellow River (河) → the land of the Jiu River 

(九河) → the Bohai Sea (渤海) → the Great River (大河) 

(Northeast) 
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Figure 3. The ancient Yellow River flowed from the western 

mountainous regions of the Taihang Mountains southward to reach 

Jizhou (冀州) south of the ancient Taihang Mountains. Upon 

leaving this area, the Yellow River flowed expansively into the Jiu 

River (九河, Nine River). After reaching the Bohai Sea (near 

Cangzhou, in the northern part of present-day Hebei Province), it 

converged again into a single large river (一大河). 

III. Records related to Bohai from the 1
st
 

century to the early 3
rd

 century 

(Later Han and Three Kingdoms 

period) 

According to the records of Hou Hanshu (後漢書), the history 

book of Later Han Dynasty, and Sanguozhi (三國志) completed in 

the late 3rd century during the Western Jin (西晉), Bohai Sea was 

indicated to be located near the Yellow River in the first to third 

centuries, consistent with its location during the Former Han (前

漢) era. 

Table 3. Records of place names near Bohai (勃海) in the 

Houhanshu (後漢書) and the Sanguozhi (三國志) 

『後漢書』, 本紀, 

卷八, 孝和孝殤帝

紀 

(永元二年, 90 AD) 夏五月庚戌, 分太

山為濟北國, 分樂成, 涿郡, 勃海為河

閒國. 

(永元六年, 94 AD) 詔以勃海郡屬冀

州. 

『後漢書』, 本紀, 

卷五, 孝安帝劉祜

紀 

(永初四年, 110 AD) 海賊張伯路復與

勃海, 平原劇賊 劉文河, 周文光等攻

厭次, 殺縣令, 遣御史中丞王宗督青州

刺史法雄討破之. 

『後漢書』, 本紀, 

卷九, 孝獻帝劉協

紀 

(初平二年, 191 AD) 十一月, 青州黃

巾寇太山, 太山太守應劭擊破之.黃巾

轉寇勃海, 公孫瓚與戰於東光, 復大破

之. 

『後漢書』, 列傳, 

卷五十, 孝明八王

列傳 

建初四年(79 AD), 以清河之游, 觀津, 

勃海之東光, 成平, 涿郡之中水, 饒陽, 

安平, 南深澤八縣益樂成國. 

『後漢書』, 列傳, 

卷七十三, 劉虞公

孫瓚陶謙列傳 

張純復與畔胡丘力居等寇漁陽, 河閒, 

勃海, 入平原, 多所殺略. 

『後漢書』, 志, 

第十, 天文上 

二十八宿各布列, 下應十二子.星經

曰…第三星主冀州, 常以五戌日候之, 

甲戌為魏郡, 勃海, 丙戌為安平, 戊戌

為鉅鹿, 河閒, 庚戌為清河, 趙國, 壬戌

為恆山, 凡八郡. 

『後漢書』, 志, 

第二十, 郡國二, 

豫州 

魏郡 : 鉅鹿 常山 中山 安平 河閒 清

河 趙國 勃海 右冀州 

『後漢書』, 志, 

第二十, 郡國二, 

冀州 

文安故屬勃海.束州故屬勃海. 

『三國志』, 魏書

一, 武帝曹操 

公(太祖)之圍鄴也, 譚略取甘陵, 安平, 

勃海, 河間.尚敗, 還中山. 

『三國志』, 魏書

六, 董二袁劉傳, 

袁紹 

從事沮授沮音葅.說紹曰：… 濟河而

北, 則勃海稽首.振一郡之卒, 撮冀州

之眾, 威震河朔, 名重天下. 

The place names related to Bohai recorded in the Houhanshu (後漢

書) and the Sanguozhi (三國志) are indicated on the map of the 

Qing Dynasty, Da Qing Guangyutu (大清廣輿圖), during the Qing 
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Dynasty era as follows: 

 

Figure 4.xvii Place names related to Bohai recorded in the 

Houhanshu (後漢書) and the Sanguozhi (三國志) 

 The analysis of the records suggests that during the 1st to 3rd 

centuries, Bohai occupied an extensive area in the southern part of 

Hebei Province, encompassing regions where the ancient Yellow 

River (古黃河) used to flow, including Wei (魏), Qinghe (淸河), 

Zhao (趙), Anping (安平), Hejian (河間), and Dongguang (東光). 

This area corresponds to the location near QingheJun (淸河郡) of 

the Former Han (前漢) period, indicating that Bohai’s 

geographical position remained unchanged since the Former Han 

era.  

 Furthermore, according to records in the Houhanshu (後漢書), 

Bohai (渤海) flooded several times during the Later Han (後漢) 

period, similar to the occurrences during the Former Han (前漢) 

era. This provides crucial evidence supporting the existence of 

Bohai as a vast inland lake or a large river during the Han (漢) 

period, from the second century BC to the second century AD, 

rather than the present-day sea. 

Table 4. The "Houhanshu (後漢書)" records conveying the fact 

that Bohai (勃海) overflowed during the Later Han (後漢) 

period 

本紀, 卷六, 

孝順孝沖孝

質帝紀 

(本初元年, 146 AD) 海水溢. 戊申, 使謁

者案行, 收葬樂安, 北海人為水所漂沒死

者, 又稟給貧羸. 

(The waters of Bohai (海水) overflowed. 

In the year of wushen (戊申), an emissary 

(謁者) was appointed to inspect the 

situation. (They) gathered and buried those 

who perished in the inundation, who were 

from Le’an and Beihai (北海, Northern 

Sea) regions, and distributed relief to the 

poor and weak.) 

本紀, 卷七, 

孝桓帝劉志

紀 

(永康元年, 167 AD) 六州大水, 勃海海

溢. 詔州郡賜溺死者七歲以上錢. 

(A massive flood occurred in six 

provinces, overflowing the Sea in Bohai. 

Decrees were issued to provide monetary 

aid to those aged seven and above who 

perished in the floods in the provinces and 

counties.)  

志, 第十五, 

五行三 

永康元年(167 AD) 八月, 六州大水, 勃海

海溢, 沒殺人.是時桓帝奢侈淫祀, 其十

一月崩, 無嗣. 

(In August of Yongkang's first year, a 

significant flood occurred in six provinces, 

causing the sea in Bohai to overflow, 

resulting in widespread casualties. During 

this period, the king indulged in 

extravagant and licentious rites, leading to 

his demise in November of the same year 

without leaving an heir.) 

In the records above, the term "Seawater (海水)" is interpreted as 

the “water of Bohai,” as previously mentioned. During the Later 

Han (後漢) period, Bohai was an inland sea at the heart of six 

provinces in the central plains. When these inland regions 

experienced heavy rainfall, Bohai, as an inland sea, overflowed as 

it could no longer contain the water, as indicated in the records 

above. 

Ⅳ. Conclusion 
 Based on various historical records, this study argues that Bohai 

Sea during the Gojoseon period was not located in the present-day 

north of Yellow Sea, as is generally recognized in current 

academia, but constituted a vast lowland in the southern part of 

Hebei Province (河北省) in China. 

 In the Former Han period, as recorded in Shiji (史記) and Hanshu 

(漢書), Bohai was described as an inland sea situated in the 

downstream region of the Yellow River (河). It functioned as a 

massive inland lake that repeatedly overflowed, causing significant 

damage to the surroundings. The location of Bohai can be roughly 

determined by comparing and examining the Bohai-related 

toponyms in Hanshu (漢書), and with the Qing Dynasty map Da 

Qing Guangyutu (大清廣輿圖). 

 Acknowledging that the Bohai Sea (渤海) at the time of the 

Former Han (前漢) defeating Gojoseon may differ from the 

present understanding poses a challenge, as it diverges from the 

conventional wisdom in the current academic discourse. However, 
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if future research and scholarly attention recognize Bohai’s 

proposed position, this study could serve as a meaningful 

contribution, presenting a new perspective on the ancient territories 

of Gojoseon. 
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