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Abstract

The "Great Ideological and Political Course" is a new approach to the construction, and a
deepening understanding of the teaching practice and development laws of ideological and
political theory courses in universities. During the implementation process, there were some
problems with the "Great Ideological and Political Course", which affected its educational
effectiveness. Based on the above situation, this study adopts literature search and interview
methods to understand the problems existing in the "Great Ideological and Political Courses" in
universities, analyze the main reasons, and propose corresponding strategies. The results of this
study suggest that the construction of ideological and political theory courses in universities
should start from the following three aspects. First, we should grasp the core connotations of
the era's mission, educational pattern, and practical direction of the "Great Ideological and
Political Course"; Second, it is necessary to explore the practical difficulties in the structure of
teaching staff, teaching models, practical teaching, and teaching environment of ideological and
political theory courses in universities; Final, it is necessary to optimize the construction path in
response to the existing problems, strengthen the construction of the teaching staff, innovate the
teaching content and methods, attach importance to the practical teaching, and create a good

INTRODUCTION

At present, the research on ideological and political education in
universities in China is increasing and gradually deepening, with
many representative research results emerging. Many constructive
and operable theories have been proposed, teaching methods have
been innovated, and some teaching models have been established.
These research results have certain theoretical guidance and
practical reference significance for the ideological and political
education in universities in China. The "Great Ideological and
Political Course" is a new approach to the construction of
ideological and political theory courses, which integrates previous
research results. It aims to combine the teaching of ideological and
political theory courses with real-life and social practice, find

resources from reality, and solve practical problems, thus building
ideological and political theory courses into courses with practical
foundations and value. This article aims to understand the
problems existing in the "Great Ideological and Political Courses™
in universities, analyze their main reasons, and propose
corresponding strategies.

1. Interpretation of "Great Thought and

Politics™
1.1 The Proposal of "Great lIdeological and Political
Course™
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On March 6, 2021, when meeting with members of the medical
and health and education sectors of the National Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, General
Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that ideological and political
courses should not only be taught in the classroom, but also in
social life; and we should make good use of “Great Ideological and
Political Courses” and must integrate them with reality [1]. In
short, “Great Ideological and Political Courses”is the combination
of ideological and political education with social background and
real life. The "Great Ideological and Political Courses" provides a
scientific answer to the importance and inherent laws of
ideological and political education. It adheres to the value
orientation of education as the foundation, attaches importance to
the integration of "school small classrooms” and “social large
classrooms”, and organically combines the domestic and
international overall situation. The aim is to enable ideological and
political courses to find a source in social life, continuously inject
new elements into ideological and political courses through social
practice platforms, and effectively demonstrate their educational
effects in practice.

1.2 The Connotation of ""Great Ideological and Political
Course"

The fundamental task of running ideological and political courses
well is to comprehensively implement the national education
policy, and solve the fundamental problem of who to cultivate,
how to cultivate, and for whom to cultivate people [2]. The "Great
Ideological and Political Course" closely revolves around the
fundamental task of cultivating morality and talents, with the goal
of educating people, and puts forward new requirements for the
"how to cultivate” of ideological and political work in the new era.

“The "Great Ideological and Political Course" is based on the era
background of the "two overall situations”, and should not only
examine the global changes but also focus on the strategic overall
situation of national rejuvenation. Faced with the current risks and
challenges in the field of ideology, ideological and political
courses, as the main channel for promoting and educating
mainstream ideology, should always adhere to expanding the
original pattern, innovating and developing, clarifying and
promoting mainstream ideology, continuously enriching the
connotation of the curriculum, expanding its extension, meeting the
strategic needs of the country, and the development needs of the
times.

The "Great Ideological and Political Course™ aims to construct a
comprehensive and comprehensive education model, ensuring that
all courses are aligned with ideological and political theory
courses, creating synergy, systematically organizing and
comprehensively coordinating ideological and political education
work, effectively integrating ideological and political education
elements, and achieving improvement in the quality and efficiency
of education. At the same time, by developing and utilizing
comprehensive resources, expand the channels for ideological and
political education. Therefore, it is necessary to balance time and
space elements, achieve seamless connection and orderly
progression before, during, and after the course in terms of time,
and achieve comprehensive coverage of campus classrooms, online

new media, and social life in space. While cultivating students'
cultural literacy and enriching their knowledge system, we
continuously guide them to establish a correct worldview,
historical and national view, and cultivate their sense of patriotism
and social responsibility.

The "Great Ideological and Political Course" is rich in theory, and
the theory comes from practice. Therefore, social practice activities
should be transformed into practical classrooms to improve
students' ability to analyze and solve problems, as well as their
comprehensive qualities. This requires in-depth exploration of the
educational elements of social life, the use of social practice
materials to enrich teaching content, and the use of examples from
social practice as fresh teaching materials. Not only should
students be trained to be outstanding students with achievements
and actions that speak louder than words, but they should also be
guided to apply their talents to social services and consciously
devote themselves to the construction of the country.

1.3 The Value of "Great Ideological and Political
Course"

The purpose of ideological and political education is to integrate
the grand era, citizen's practice, and vivid real life, allowing
students to understand the historical development laws of citizens
practicing in reality, creating reality in practice, and leading the
times in reality. The main problem with ideological and political
education in Chinese universities is the superficiality and
formalization. Some universities tend to continuously strengthen
the theoretical learning ability of students in ideological and
political courses but fail to provide sufficient support in practical
teaching, resulting in a decreasing emphasis on ideological and
political courses by college students and difficulties for teachers to
fully understand their actual learning situation [3]. In response to
the prominent issues of traditional ideological and political courses
such as "rigid theory" and "theory detached from reality” [3-4],
people hope that it can be "grounded" and enhance affinity and
pertinence. The proposal of the "Great Ideological and Political
Course" has brought new ideas to the ideological and political
courses in universities. It takes social practice as the carrier,
promoting the mutual promotion of ideological and political
courses in terms of "theoretical" and "affinity", so that ideological
and political courses truly have temperature, strength, and
effectiveness, and better play the role of educating people [5].

2. The Realistic Dilemma of the
Construction of Ideological and Political
Courses in Universities from the
Perspective of "Great ldeological and

Political Courses™
Although significant progress has been made in the construction of
ideological and political courses in universities, there is still a
significant gap between its current situation and the requirements
of the "Great Ideological and Political Course” due to certain
factors. The proposal of "Great Ideological and Political Course™ is
not only a "repetition” or "emphasis" on traditional ideological and
political courses, but also a "supplement”, "expansion", and
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"deepening" [6]. We cannot simply regard "Great Ideological and
Political Courses" as a new brand or term, but we must clearly
understand and focus on solving the difficulties and problems
faced by the current "Great Ideological and Political Courses”, and
promote the reform and innovation.

2.1 Insufficient Emphasis on ldeological and Political
Education

In recent years, due to the employment difficulties of college
students and the implementation of performance-based pay in
universities, most of the funds have been invested in the
construction of professional courses and scientific research.
Ideological and political education is often underestimated and
neglected. This practice of emphasizing specialized skills over
moral education has led to a lack of top-level design in ideological
and political education, which not only seriously affects the
enthusiasm of ideological and political education workers, but also
makes it difficult to carry out ideological and political course
teaching with quality and quantity guaranteed.

Due to insufficient emphasis on ideology, there is also a shortage
of resources mobilization and capital investment in universities.
The special funds for ideological and political education in
ordinary universities have been increasing year by year, mainly
used to provide support for course construction, further learning of
teachers, etc. However, due to the relatively limited teaching
resources, low level of information constructions, and lack basic
hardware, the special funds are not enough to effectively update
teaching facilities [7].

2.2 Teaching Staff Needs to Be Optimized
Social has put forward more requirements for ideological and
political education, and at the same time, it has also put forward
higher requirements for the comprehensive quality of ideological
and political educators.

Currently, the teachers of ideological and political courses in
universities are mainly full-time teachers, supplemented by part-
time teachers. This team bears the important mission of cultivating
virtue and talent and is trustworthy, respected, willing to
contribute, and capable. However, in terms of overall structure, this
team still has many shortcomings.

As ideological and political educators, teachers of ideological and
political courses in universities need to possess high professional
qualities. It is not only necessary to have a solid theoretical
foundation and high academic ability but also to master proficient
teaching skills and rich social practice experience. Currently, a
considerable portion of those teachers in universities have a career
path of "from campus to campus", that is, from the school they
attend to the school they work in. They have sufficient professional
knowledge, but due to long-term living on campus, insufficient
social practice and experience, it is difficult for them to lead
students to understand the world, national conditions, and people's
conditions, and maintain the security of national ideology.
Therefore, the urgent task is to optimize the structure of the
teaching staff, and cultivate a team of ideological and political
teachers with high political quality and strong professional abilities

that meet the requirements of the "Great Ideological and Political
Course".

2.3 Teaching Methods and Content Need Improvement

The "ideological and political courses" needs to focus on two
issues: "form" and "content". Teaching is based on textbooks, and
ideological and political courses are mostly sourced from textbooks
compiled by the state. These textbooks mainly explain concepts
and policies, reasoning, and argumentation, making the content
"complex and obscure". Therefore, the content of ideological and
political courses needs to be "teaching-oriented". Due to the
popularization of information technology, some so-called classic
cases are cliché s for students, making it difficult to arouse their
interest. Therefore, it is necessary to enrich and innovate teaching
content based on social reality, focusing on exploring important
cases and social hotspots that students have seen, heard, or
experienced firsthand, to make the content more practical, which is
the essence of the "Great ldeological and Political Course™ [5].

The traditional of ideological and political courses are mostly
teacher-led, adopting a "instillation" teaching mode, with the
teaching content lacking of pertinence, teachers neglecting the
learning situation, language rigidity and little infectivity, lacking of
enthusiasm, and effective teacher-student communication [4, 7, 8].

With the increasing refinement of tools, the problem of single
teaching form in ideological and political courses has been
improved, and teachers can preliminarily integrate modern
information technologies such as the Internet, multimedia, and new
media with theoretical classrooms. In the new educational
environment, students are no longer purely passive learners.
Teachers and students are the main body and cooperate with each
other in the classroom. Teachers play a guiding role in teaching,
and students confirm ideological and political education and
engage in self-education [8]. In the future, we need to continue to
emphasize the unity of teaching content and methods, the unity of
theoretical teaching and practical teaching, and continuously
enhance the ideological, theoretical, affinity, and targeted nature of
ideological and political courses [9].

2.4 Practical Teaching Needs to Be Strengthened
The "Great ldeological and Political Course" is not a theoretical
education that is detached from reality and boring, but rather needs
to be based on reality, objectively explain current hot issues,
improve students' political awareness, and enhance the educational
effectiveness. The "Construction Standards for Ideological and
Political Theory Courses in Higher Education Institutions (2021
Edition)" issued by the Ministry of Education has proposed clear
construction standards for classroom teaching, practical teaching,
etc. This provides methodological guidance and basic principles
for accurately grasping the quality of ideological and political
textbooks and promoting the realization of the value goal of "unity
of knowledge and action"”, including teachers themselves, the
teaching process and content, the focus of lesson preparation,
teaching objectives, methods of knowledge presentation, and the
goals achieved by students [10]. The grasp of these contents and
links is based on theoretical learning and practical cognition,
reflected in teachers' educational guidance and teaching through
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words and deeds, educational practice, and the effectiveness testing
of educational management. Therefore, ideological and political
courses in universities should combine theory with practice,
emphasizing not only the teaching of scientific theory but also
social practice, vigorously carrying out practical teaching, using
practical teaching as a channel to consolidate and apply theoretical
knowledge, and cultivating talents with a "unity of knowledge and
action". However, many problems in reality hinder the practical
teaching of ideological and political courses in universities. First,
since the establishment of ideological and political courses, the
country has only issued programmatic documents related to the
construction of ideological and political courses and has not yet
formulated implementation plans and specific standards for the
practical teaching. Second, there are relatively few full-time
teachers responsible for teaching public ideological and political
courses, and the burden is heavy. Practical teaching undoubtedly
further increases the burden. Final, the funding and resources
allocated for ideological and political education are limited,
making it difficult to meet the needs of practical teaching.
Therefore, most ideological and political courses in universities
have the problem of emphasizing theory over practice.
Specifically, it is reflected in the following points: (1) The
integration of "knowledge™ and "action™ in the teaching content is
not sufficient, with excessive emphasis on theoretical teaching,
insufficient integration of China's excellent traditional culture,
insufficient connection with major theoretical and practical issues
at home and abroad, insufficient integration of subject and
professional characteristics, and insufficient answers to students'
confusion and questions; (2) There is a strong emphasis on
"knowledge" over "action" in theoretical teaching, with a focus on
mechanical teaching, and insufficient attention paid to students'
emotional and behavioral changes through cognition. There is a
lack of practice that inspires students to discover problems and
apply theory to analyze and solve problems in combination with
reality. (3) The guidance of "action" in the exam is insufficient,
with a focus on examining and memorizing written exams, lacking
problem identification, plan planning, and practical operation. (4)
The demonstration role of teachers is not prominent enough. Some
teachers lack demonstration of the unity of learning and credit and
are full of passion when giving lectures. However, when faced with
questions about reality or students' confusion, they do not know
how to answer them. In the classroom, they emphasize down-to-
earth and gradual progress, while in real life, they are eager for
quick success and instant benefits, and their words and actions are
inconsistent. (5) The mechanism of teaching evaluation is not
perfect enough. Some universities do not have a teaching
evaluation system for ideological and political courses, which is
reflected in the unclear evaluation objects, insufficient targeting,
unreasonable weight of classroom teaching and practical teaching
effects, evaluation methods remaining at the level of "knowledge",
resulting in a disconnect between "knowledge" and "action”, a
single evaluation method, and insufficient use of performance
evaluation, process evaluation, formative evaluation, and nontest
evaluation [11].

To ensure the smooth implementation of practical teaching, it is
necessary to have corresponding funding and platform support.
Although most universities are continuously increasing their
emphasis on practical teaching of ideological and political courses,
due to insufficient investment and resources, it is often difficult to
carry out extracurricular practical activities, and practical teaching
is basically just a formality. In terms of the construction of
practical teaching platforms, most universities have not yet
established stable practical teaching bases and network platforms
that can combine subject characteristics with student
characteristics, which greatly affects the continuity and coherence
of practical teaching [12]. Some universities have never even
arranged for students to visit educational practice bases for
learning, and practical teaching only stays in the teaching syllabus.

3. Optimizing the Ideological and Political
Courses in Universities from the
Perspective of "Great lIdeological and

Political Courses™
3.1 Strengthening the teaching staff

Teachers are the main force of ideological and political education
in universities, and the overall optimization of the quality of
teaching staff is a top priority in the construction and development
of ideological and political courses. First, universities should
establish and improve the professional admission system for
ideological and political course teachers, and implement a
reasonable talent selection system based on the actual requirements
of social development and the requirements of universities for full-
time teachers of ideological and political courses. Selecting talents
is the first step in building a team of teachers, and also the primary
measure to improve the overall quality of the teaching staff. We
must strictly follow the selection criteria of "strong politics,
excellent business skills, strict discipline, and upright work style",
adopt diversified selection channels, adhere to the principles of
fairness, openness, and impartiality, and select talents with good
professional abilities and professional qualities. At the same time,
establish a strict evaluation and elimination mechanism to ensure
the mobility and openness of the teaching staff, and achieve the
optimization of the team structure. Second, improve the education
and training system. Systematize the training content and methods,
utilize modern training techniques, combine theoretical learning
with practical exercise, and build a high-quality learning team.
Third, establish a scientific management mechanism for teachers.
Strengthening the scientific management of the teaching staff is an
important guarantee for enhancing the professionalism of
ideological and political course teachers in universities [13].

3.2 Innovate the teaching content and methods
Ideological and political courses are closely related to current
events, and relying solely on textbooks for teaching is not enough.
The content must be based on textbooks and keep up with the
times. This requires teachers to pay timely attention to social news,
carefully select current social hotspots or new national policies,
organically combine "school small classrooms” with "social big
classrooms”, supplement and enrich theoretical knowledge in an
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intuitive way, organically integrate theoretical knowledge with
practical life, continuously update content, and establish a multi
integrated education system [4-8]. Integrating multiple contents
such as social practice education, quality education, and labor
education, by strengthening the infiltration effect of ideological
and political education and creating a life-oriented teaching
system, the content, teaching ideas, and course knowledge can be
reflected in various aspects of college students' learning and life.
While improving the quality of content, we should also continue to
promote the reform and innovation of teaching methods, use
practical and feasible teaching methods, vividly and interestingly
impart teaching content, and enhance the attractiveness and
infectivity [4-9]. First, it is necessary to make good use of inspiring
and exploratory methods to improve the quality of traditional
classroom teaching, and flexibly adjust teaching methods
according to the learning situation [4-6]. Second, fully utilize
network information and multimedia technology to explore rich,
innovative, and effective teaching methods [7-8]. Third, combining
rigid reasoning with flexible expression. The way discourse is
expressed is directly related to the level of acceptance of discourse
[9]. Generally speaking, due to the prominent political, correct, and
serious nature, rigid expression is needed to achieve the goal of
convincing people with reason and gaining audience recognition.
At the same time, ideological and political education
fundamentally focuses on the work of "people”, and also needs to
pay attention to the vividness, imagery, and artistry of language,
which is known as flexible expression. It can be said that the
combination of rigid reasoning and flexible expression is one of the
main characteristics of ideological and political education in
universities. Fourth, improve the interactive communication
mechanism, create an open, interactive, and inclusive learning
cooperation and communication  mechanism, build a
communication platform, guide learners to share practical
experiences, and further deepen their vivid social practice insights
through sharing and communication [8]. Fifth, timely respond to
the demands of college students and enhance the affinity of
ideological and political education [5]. Timely respond to students'
psychological demands, pay attention to their confusion and needs
in learning, life, psychology, and other aspects, combine
ideological and political education with college students' real-life
experiences, and enhance the affinity. For example, we open the
ideological and political education WeChat official account,
regularly publish tweets and short videos that reflect the
mainstream ideology in various forms and rich content, and
cultivate the mainstream ideology of students. At the same time,
use the real-time interaction function of WeChat official account to
communicate and exchange with students at any time, understand
the emotional needs of college students, and conduct effective
psychological counseling and ideological guidance.

3.3 Emphasizing practical teaching
Sacial life is rich and diverse, and the practical teaching activities
should also be colorful. Practical teaching should be guided by the
purpose of ideological and political education, relying on a rich
and diverse field of practical education, selecting high-quality
educational resources, utilizing rich social examples, guiding
students to analyze and understand hot events, and making social

life a rich source of teaching content. Therefore, universities
should carry out practical teaching activities for ideological and
political courses on a purposeful, planned, organized, and regular
basis. Students can be organized to visit revolutionary old areas,
conduct extensive social surveys on hot social events, carry out
theoretical lectures, volunteer service activities, and go to rural or
community to carry out "walking ideological and political classes".
Through students’ personal experience and insights, the
authenticity and infectivity of ideological and political education
can be improved [6].

Establish a teaching evaluation mechanism that integrates
knowledge and action. Clarify the weight and specific
requirements of practical teaching in the teaching evaluation
system, reflect the effective transformation of "knowledge" and
"action", adopt flexible evaluation methods through multiple
channels, and organically combine performance evaluation,
process evaluation, formative evaluation, and non-test evaluation
[11].

3.4 Coordinate teaching resources, promote the linkage
of "school, society, and internet", and create a good
teaching and learning environment

The “Great Ideological and Political Course” is a complex system
engineering that cannot be sustained solely by relying on a certain
force. It requires the cooperation and close collaboration of
multiple entities such as the government, schools, society, and
families to achieve comprehensive collaborative linkage.
Ideological and political work is the responsibility of the entire
society. As the main channel and battlefield of ideological and
political work in universities, the construction of the teaching
environment should also be the same. In the construction of
teaching environment, it is necessary to establish the concept of
overall coordination and joint management, fully and efficiently
utilize teaching positions such as schools, society, families, and
networks, and combine practical scenarios to form a
comprehensive education model in all aspects. First, governments
at all levels should strengthen policy and funding support. The
concept of "Great Ideological and Political Education™ has put
forward higher requirements for the construction of ideological and
political education courses. It is necessary to combine ideological
and political education courses with information technology, which
requires high technical and hardware equipment requirements. It is
necessary to coordinate various forces to provide strong support for
the construction of a comprehensive, multi-level, and three-
dimensional new course pattern [14-15]. Second, universities
should make full use of faculty resources and campus environment
to build a good living environment, and subtly cultivate students.
Third, create a positive campus culture and a good educational
atmosphere, and constrain and regulate the ideological and moral
behavior of college students anytime and anywhere, so as to
coordinate the transmission of theoretical knowledge with practical
teaching [4-5]. Fourth, we should coordinate historical and cultural
resources, social reality resources, online education resources, and
off-campus faculty to effectively improve the effectiveness of
practical education. One is to deeply tap into historical and cultural
resources. We need to deeply tap into the rich historical resources
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of the Chinese nation, promote the creative transformation and
innovative development of excellent traditional Chinese cultural
resources, and enable college students to understand the laws of
history while grasping the situation of the times and inherit the
great spirit while absorbing the power of history. The second is to
broaden our horizons [5-6] and explore educational resources from
the vast social reality. For example, the great anti epidemic spirit,
Party history learning and education, poverty alleviation and other
contemporary themes can be incorporated into teaching, and
extracurricular practical education resources such as rural
farmland, factory communities, exhibition halls, museums, etc. can
be utilized to build a "Great ldeological and Political Course"
practical education base, build a distinctive, three-dimensional, and
long-term practical teaching system, and guide students to deepen
theoretical cognition and enhance behavioral identification in
practical activities. The third is to comply with the development of
the information age and jointly build a shared cloud platform [16-
18]. Universities should actively promote the construction of
collaborative innovation centers and teacher network collective
lesson preparation platforms, and create an information platform
for the "Great Ideological and Political Courses". The fourth is to
collaborate with various sectors of society to build practical
teaching bases, actively introduce outstanding outside-school
teachers into the classroom, and make good use of the "master
resources” of society. We should encourage advanced
representatives such as party and government cadres, outstanding
entrepreneurs, models of the times, and model worker to enter
colleges and universities to explain the situation and policies,
impart practical experience, convey the spirit of the times. Fourth,
create an educational environment where families and schools
work together [19]. Family has a profound influence on college
students. Therefore, universities should grasp the family condition
of students, change parents' educational concepts, and make them
realize the importance of family education for college students;
actively communicate and coordinate with parents to form a
collaborative mechanism between family and school education.
Through home-school co-construction, we aim to create an
educational environment for students that integrates both at home
and in school, allowing ideological and political theories to deeply
rooted in all aspects of students' lives, forming correct cognition
and irreplaceable ways of thinking, and shaping the words and
behaviors of college students.
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